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OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3100.9

From: Chief of Naval Operations

Subj : DEFINITION AND SECURITY REQUIREMENTS FOR HIGH VALUE TWiNSITS
(HVT) OF THE PANAMA CANAL

1= EM12Q=. To define a High Value Transit (HVT) of the Panama Canal
and establish security requirements for such transits.

2. Disc~sio~. Vessels transiting the Panama Canal encounter
situations in which they are isolated from any forces of the United
States which could provide additional security if required. These
instances provide an opportunity for unfriendly agents to harass or
damage a vessel, or potentially to embarrass the United States.
Therefore, supplemental or increased security will be provided for
certain vessels, designated HVTS, due to the nature of their cargo,
local threat condition, type of vessel, public sensitivity, or current
defensive capabilities.

. Any transit of a nuclear powered submarine
inactivated nuclear powered vessel, or any vessel so

designated by Fleet Commanders, is considered a HVT.

b. ~ecuritv Requirements for w . The level of security required
for a HVT is that necessary to fully ensure the vessel is not
compromised in any reamer. This includes prevention of acts by groups
and individuals to impede, board, harass or disturb the cargo/vessel
during the transit. Specific requirements are dynamic and subject to
change as threat conditions change but as a minimum one U.S. river
patrol craft with armed crew and direct communications to the regional
commander will be provided for all transits.

c. TrZLXLSit of the Pwa cm . For the purposes of this
instruction, a Panama Canal transit refers to the actual transit
through the Panama Canal and an inactive nuclear power vessel is
considered in transit, whether anchored, moored or underway between
the Cristobol breakwater and Isla Flamenco on the Pacific approach to
Panama.
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3. Resnonsibilitie~. Fleet Commanders shall :

a. Establish and conduct liaison with the appropriate unified and
area commanders to ensure a level of security is obtained consistent
with the requirements of paragraph 2.

b. Establish in the appropriate operations order that no transit
shall commence or
meet the security
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(Fleet Commanders in Chief)
(Fleet Commanders)
(Force Commanders)
(Type Commanders)
(Squadron, Division and Group
(Warships)
(Mine Warfare Ships)
(Amphibious Warfare Ships)

(Awiliaq Ships)
(Military Sealift Command)
(Naval Aviation)

Commanders - Ships)

(Director, Strategic Systems Programs)

----
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(Headquarters U.S. Marine Corps) (15)

(Department of the Navy Staff Offices
(Special Agencies, Staffs, Boards and Committees),
(Joint Chiefs of Staff, Only)

(U.S. Coast Guard) (COMDT COGARD, only) (500)

(Marine COTPS Forces command) (6)
(Unified Commands)
(Specified Commands)
(OPNAV Support Activity Detachment) (Ft.
Only)
(Combat Development Command)
(NAVSHIPYD)
(SUBMEPP)
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Copy to(continued) :
SNDL FT88 (EDOSCOL)

FKAIG (COMNAVSEASYSCOM) SEA 91, 92, 00C, 08B(11), 08D,
08E, 08J, 080, 08R, 08X, PMS335, PMS392 only)

OPNAV NOO, NOON, N2, N3/N5, N31/N52, N311 (5), N51, N61, N86, N87 N871
and N88

Naval Reactors Representative’s Office
P.O. BOX 7021
Groton, CT 06340-0404

Naval Reactors Representative’s Office
P.O. BOX 848
Portsmouth, VA 23705-0848

Naval Reactors Representative’s Office
Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard
P.O. BOX 128
Pearl Harbor, HI 96860-5130

Naval Reactors Representative’s Office
Naval Base Branch
P.O. BOX 2008
Portsmouth, NH 03801-2008

United States Department of Energy
Naval Reactors Representative’s Office
1080 Farragut Avenue
Bremerton, WA 98314-5265

Naval Reactors Representative’s Office
P.O. Box 973
Newport News, VA 23607-2785

Naval Reactors Representative’s Office
Department of Energy
Moored Training Ship
1260 Snow Pointe Road
Goose Creek, SC 29445-8612

Headquarters, USAF (AF/XOX)
1480 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-1480
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copy to(continued) :
SECNAV/OPNAV Directories Control Office
Washington Navy Yard Bldg 200
901 M Street SE
Washington, DC 20374-5074 (15 Copies)

order from:
Naval Inventory Control Point
cog \~l~~Material

700 Robbins Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111-5098

Stocked: 50 copies
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